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Independent Study Criteria

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point
Shows Information was Information was Ideas and
thoughtful ideas | arranged in a included. Shows Information did
Information and critical thoughtful way. some signs of not come together
thinking with Shows signs of independent thought. | in a clear and
information. independent thought. thoughtful way.
Above average.
Goes beyond Meets the project Meets most project Meets very few
requirements. requirements. requirements. Has project
Has all required | Has all required most required titles, requirements; less
Requirements | titles, facts, titles, facts, facts, reasons, than required
reasons, and reasons, and and references. titles, facts,
references. references. reasons, and
references.
Work is neatly Marginally legible Work is not legible Work is not
Neatness done. handwriting, typing, in places. legible. Project is
or printing. messy.
Project has no Project has one or two | Project has three to Project has six or
Mechanics errors in punctuation, five punctuation, more punctuation,

and Grammar

punctuation,
capitalization,
and spelling.

capitalization, and
spelling errors.

capitalization, and
spelling errors.

capitalization, and
spelling errors.

Total




Independent Study Rubric

) L. Excellent Good Needs Unacceptable
Scoring Criteria Improvement 1
4 3 ”

Identifies a problem.

Searches the literature for
information.

Develops a list of
bibliographic references.

Researches the topic.

Prepares a hypothesis.

Develops an experimental
design.

Identifies deliverable
products.

Conducts experiment(s) (as
appropriate).

Collects data.

Develops conclusion(s).

Explains variables.

Prepares a report using
accepted format.

Includes an outline for the
report.

Includes documentation in
the report.

Includes graphics in the
report.

Organizes the report.

Presents the report in an
acceptable form.




Rubric for a Research-based Independent Study Project

‘Goal Setting and
Planning

(Develop the ability to
become an
independent and self
directed learner)

‘Use of
Information and
‘Resoutces

(Develop the ability to
use advance
‘technologies as a
‘resource and
‘communication tool)

‘Reasoning and
'Problem Solving

((improve critical
:thinking skills through
Anstruction
%incorpomtmg mquity,
:analogy, inference,
finduction, deduction,
;analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation.)

Presentation

(Develop creative
skills)

Level 1

with assistance

rarely identifies
personal strengths and
growth areas

unclear and imprecise
personal plans toward
achieving goals

with assistance

limited use of
resources

unable to identify

suitable resources

‘research 1s

disorganized with

limited depth and/or

some inaccuracies

with assistance

uses a few simple ideas

.and a limited range of

appropriate strategies

‘rarely uses higher
‘otder thinking skills

with assistance

displays limited effort,
organization and
quality

limited creativity is
shown

lacks accuracy in
content and mechanics

Tevel 2

with limited assistance 1ndependently

identifies personal
strengths and growth
‘areas with limited skill

‘develops personal
‘plans with some clarity
and precision

with limited assistance

Jlimited use of
resources

identifies a limited
inumber of appropriate
.resources

:research is organized
‘but displays a limited
-depth and/or some
1naccuracies

‘with limited assistance

uses a variety of simple
‘and related ideas with
:appropriate strategies

‘occasionally uses
‘higher order thinking
skills

with limited assistance

displays some evidence
of organization and
effort to appeal

demonstrates some
creattvity

limited accuracy in
content and/or
mechanics

reflects to identify
personal strengths and
growth areas

appropriately develops
clear, precise personal

independently

uses a variety of
approptiate resources

research is organized
with sufficient detail
and general accuracy

in&peﬁdentl}

uses ideas of some
_complexity and
.chooses the most
appropriate strategy

frequently uses higher
.ordet thinking skills in
‘decision making

independently
produces organized, -
appealing products

demonstrates creativity

demonstrates a general
degree of proficiency
in content and

Level 4

independently

consistently reflects to
identify personal
strengths and growth
areas

confidently develops
clear and precise
personal plans

independently

always uses a wide
vatiety of appropriate
resources

discriminates among
resoutces; able to
articulate reasons for
choice of resource

research is organized
and displays depth and
accuracy

independently

uses complex ideas
and modifies known
strategles or creates

new strategies

consistently uses
highet order thinking
skills in decision
making

independently

produces highly
organized and
appealing products

demonstrates creativity
demonstrates a high

degree of accuracy in
content and mechanics



Rubric for PROJECT EVALUATION

(evaluate performance at each stage of the research cycle)

1. QUESTIONING

1

2. PLANNING

My question is clear, well-focused and requires high level thinking
skills in order to research.

My question is clear and well focused. My question requires
moderately high level thinking skills.

My question is incomplete and unclear. My teacher needed to help
me form a question.

I was unable to come up with a research question.

I made really good use of my time. I was able to remain focused on
the tasks and make changes when I needed to. I was able to develop
a clear method to organize my information. I was able to make
revisions in my plan when needed.

I was able to work within the time frame my teacher gave me. I was
able to develop a system to organize my information. I was able to
make revisions with help from my teacher.

I needed teacher help to list and organize what I needed to do. There
are some steps missing in my planning. I made revisions with
teacher help.

I was unable to come up with an organized plan and work within
the time limits.

3. GATHERING

I used a variety of resources and carefully selected only the
information that answered my question. I was able to continually
revise my search based on information I found.



3 I used many resources to find information that answered my
question. I tried at revising my search, but had some problems

doing so.

2 I used 1 or more sources. Original question or focus guided my
search, although I should have made revisions. [ made errors in

selection of references.

1 I lost focus during the gathering process and therefore my
information was not accurate and complete.

4. SORTING

4 I thoroughly selected and organized information that answered my
question in a organized way. I selected information that was
appropriate.

3 I sorted information and organized information that answered my
question without too many errors.

2 [ tried to organize the information I found, but I made some
mistakes. I wasn’t able to completely stay focused on information
that would answer my question.

! I was unable to sort and organize the information I found to answer

my question.

5. SYNTHESIZING

4 I used the information I found in a meaningful way to create an
original product that clearly answers the question with accuracy,

detail and understanding.

3 My product answers the question in a way that reflects learning
using some detail and accuracy.

2 My product is not complete and only answers part of the question.

1 My product is incomplete and contains missing details and it isn't
completely accurate.



Self-Directed Learner

Indicators

Rarely
Demonstrates

2

Sometimes
Demonstrates

3

Usually
Demonstrates

4

Consistently
Demonstrates

‘Sets priorities | Sets achievable

‘and establishes
‘achievable
goals and
_personal plans
;for learning

goals and personal
plans for learning
with ongoing
assistance

« Sets priorities to
achieve goals with
ongoing assistance

« Sets achievable
goals and personal
plans for learning
{with moderate
assistance

» Sets priorities to
achieve goals with
moderate assistance

¢ Usually sets
achievable goals
and personal plans
for learning

¢ Usually sets
priorities to
achieve goals

* Consistently sets
challenging,
achievable goals
and personal plans
for learning

« Consistently sets

priorities to
achieve goals

Plans and
manages time
and resources
'to achieve
goals

‘Monitors
progress and
evaluates
learning
experiences

resources with
ongoing assistance
to achieve goals

« Rarely uses a
variety of credible
and relevant

» Manages time and
resources with
moderate assistance
to achieve goals

* Sometimes uses a
variety of credible
and relevant

 Usually manages
time and resources
in an efficient
manner to achieve
goals

» Usually uses a
variety of credible
and relevant

* Consistently
manages time and
resources in an
efficient manner to
achieve goals

« Consistently uses
a variety of
credible and
relevant resources

resources resources resources
* Checks on * Checks on « Usually checks |+ Consistently
progress and progress and on progress and  |checks on progress
learning learning learning and learning

experiences with
ongoing assistance

'to resolve problems

that may be
interfering with
learning

experiences with
moderate assistance
to resolve problems
that may be
interfering with
learning

experiences to
resolve problems
that may be
interfering with
learning

experiences to
resolve problems
that may be
interfering with
learning




RUBRIC FOR PROJECT WORK

Rating Scale

Description of the Criteria in quality terms:  Excellent Emerging Keep Trying
Organizational Skills 3 2 1
« applies creative/imaginative approaches 3 - 5 ]
‘Self-Discipline 3 ' 2 I
o works independently 3 9 |
« seeks assistance as needed 3 . ) 1
Presentation Skills 3 1 2 I
« offers well-organized presentations 3 9 1
e demonstrates imaginative format 3 ) . |

RUBRIC FOR PROJECT WORK
7 "~ Rating Scale

Description of the Criteria in quality terms: | Excellent = Emerging Keep Trying
‘Organizational Skills 3 |2 1
o applies creative/imaginative approaches : 3 5 . 1
Self-Discipline | 3 T 2 B
e works independently . 3 ) 1
o seeks assistance as needed 3 ) 1
Presentation Skills 3 2 7 1
o offers well-organized presentations 3 2 1

e demonstrates imaginative format 3 5 1
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